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50 Elementary School Students, Whole 
Audience to Perform with San Diego 
Master Chorale in Chula Vista 
  
CHULA VISTA – On Saturday, May 4, everyone in Calvary San Diego Church will be part of 
San Diego Master Chorale’s “Lift. EVERY. Voice” concert, including more than 50 students from 
Chula Vista Elementary School District's Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) programs. 
 
SDMC Director John K. Russell will lead singers and the audience on songs of hope, strength, 
and perseverance as part of the ensemble’s broader effort to bring San Diegans closer together 
through live choral music. 
  
“The themes of this music are shared by all of us, and I want everyone to share in creating it,” 
Russell said. “As San Diego’s premier large choral ensemble, we need to listen to the voices of 
our neighbors and join together to affirm the type of strong and supportive communities we want 
to build, share, and leave to our children.” 
  
This concert is SDMC’s first collaboration with VAPA School District, but one of several SDMC 
outreach activities with K-12 students this year. “Future generations will inherit the world we 
shape,” he said, “so it’s important that we encourage them to lift their voices with ours so we can 
all hear, understand and celebrate one another.” 
  
The show takes its title from "Lift Every Voice and Sing," written in 1900 by brothers James and 
John Johnson in honor of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday; it is widely regarded as the Black 
National Anthem. Other songs that share its themes of hope, strength and community will span 



cultures and era, ranging from Zanaida Robles's arrangement of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" and 
popular works by Stevie Wonder and Bruce Springsteen, to choral classics by Randall 
Thompson, Johannes Brahms, Gabriel Fauré, and Southern California's own Shawn Kirchner. 
 
Concert information 
“Lift. EVERY. Voice” is a single performance. 

• Admission is free for children under 18; $10 for adults accompanying children; $15 for 
seniors (65+); and $20 for adults. Purchase tickets online or at the door.  

• Saturday, May 4, 3:00 p.m., Calvary San Diego Church, 1771 E Palomar St, Chula 
Vista, CA 91913 

 
About SDMC 

The San Diego Master Chorale (SDMC) is San Diego’s premier choral ensemble, showcasing 
more than 100 of San Diego's finest singers. Established in 1961, SDMC is the preferred choral 
ensemble for the San Diego Symphony Orchestra and other leading performing arts 
organizations. Our mission is to connect all people to the joy of professional-caliber live choral 
music and thus excite, comfort, and inspire audiences across San Diego County spanning 
languages, cultures, religions, and generations. The SDMC serves San Diego by promoting 
choral education and community outreach. Visit sdmasterchorale.org, and follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter. 
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